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PASTORAL THOUGHTS
Several items of interest:
l)   I want to thank Sue Turner, Lisa Reid, and Amy Linthicum for sharing the message in song on the Sunday when Melinda Merkle brought the message.  The song was so uplifting and a great reminder to “Go light your world.”   Thank you!
Also, a big ‘thank you’ to Melinda Merkle for bringing the message on July 24th.  Her witness of faith and her love for the Wesleyan Hills community of believers was a great testimony of how God’s love is seen in each person.  I appreciate Melinda’s willingness to share her faith journey with each of us.  Thank you.
2)  Mark your calendars for August 21st.   We will have a great time sharing together with music and food.  Please come and bring a friend.  If you are interested in sharing your talent, please call Susan Steppe or tell her at church on Sunday.                                                                When:   Aug. 21st
Where:  Sanctuary
Time:   4-6pm
A casual time of Music and “breaking bread together”
3)   The 12 step series on “A Place of Hope” continues in worship.  This coming week is step five.  I do believe each one of us needs to be in recovery.  All of us have something we do that we need help from our “Higher Power” to stop doing.  “I can’t!”   “God can.”   “I think I will give God a try!”
Some of us have attitudes we need to stop doing:  worry, self-loathing, hatefulness, gossip, etc.   Whatever it is, God wants us to be healthy.  The old behaviors we learned in dysfunctional settings are not helpful today.
Come, invite others, let’s learn how to make new choices!  Please pray for the series and for those who are coming.
4)   Reflection:    “What are you living for today?   Why do you think God created you?   Jesus said, “When you give your life away, you find it.”   If we focus on ourselves or what we desire, we will come up ‘wanting’….
There is nothing more satisfying than giving God our day and saying, “God, this is your day….let me use it for your kingdom.  Let me be open to all you have for me this day.”     Will you give it a try?  Let’s do.

On the journey with you….
Susan















Good News From Wesleyan Hills UMC					         August 3, 2011
Sunday Greeters				Children’s Sermons		Roulhac’s Readers
08/07      Jean Northern			No Sermon				08/08     Becky Anderson
08/14      Julia Brantley			Luanne Hearn				08/15     Carolyn Carnesale
08/21      Mary Fergus			             Annette Griffith			08/22      Melinda Merkle
08/28      Billie Tedder				Bill Russell			              08/29     Judy Guttery
  [image: view details]                                                                                              
DATES      TO      REMEMBER--------------- August 2011
08/04/11      Children’s & Family Ministry Meeting – 6:30pm
08/09/11      Trustees Meeting – 6:00pm
08/16/11      Finance Committee Meeting – 6:00pm
08/21/11	Ice Cream Social – 4:00pm-6:00pm
                       
ICE CREAM SOCIAL
Mark your calendar for the Ice Cream Social on Sunday, August 21st from 4:00pm-6:00pm.
There will be ice cream, music, food, and fun.  The men’s club will be grilling.  Bring your best homemade ice cream or bring your favorite toppings to share.  We will also be displaying our talents, so if you would like to perform, see Susan Steppe.  Bring family and friends and come out and share in the fun!!!!!

                                                                                MUSIC NOTES
Chancel Choir, thank you so very much for rallying around Susan Steppe and for being so very faithful during my recuperation.  And, thanks too, to those who have stepped up and into the choir.  We certainly need each one of you and I am looking forward to being back very soon and working with all of you.  I am very ready for normal.  And, “thank you” does not begin to convey my appreciation for the many ways the WHUMC family has shown its love and concern for me over the three weeks since my surgery.   You are a very caring and compassionate people and I thank all of you so very much.  You are all so special.  I will be back soon.
                                                                               Bill


LAY LEADERSHIP GATHERINGS

August 24th, 7:00pm, Covington UMC, 145 W. Church Road, Covington TN

Any laity that is involved in mission and ministry in their local congregation is invited to attend.  It is the plan to focus on the following items during these initial meetings:
1. Explanation of the work of the various District committees and how that work relates to both local and annual conference work.
2. The Statement of Hope and Vision for the Asbury District as we strive towards greater unity in being the body of Christ in our communities.
3. Conversation around needs in our local churches and communities that might best be addressed by our District resources, both financial and people.
These meetings and future Lay Leadership Gatherings are not open to clergy.


From “Courage to Change”
I dreamt that I was trapped in a burning room.  Thick smoke filled the air, and the only
exit door was blocked by fire.  As I gasped for breath, a hand appeared behind the flames, beckoning me to come.  I knew that freedom, light, and air were on the other side of that door, and that certain death awaited me if I remained.  Still, I hesitated.  How could I walk through the fire?
Sometimes I feel the same way about the challenges I face in my waking life.  Even when my position is hopeless and my Higher Power beckons, urging me to take a risk, I still hesitate, hoping for a miracle.  I forget that the miracle is already here.  Today, thanks to Al-Anon, I have a Higher Power who is always there for me, helping me to cope with my fears and find new, effective solutions to my problems.  Thus, I am taken beyond the problems that once held me hostage.  I am free to act or not to act, to take a chance, to hold off on a decision, to make choices that feel right.

Today’s Reminder:
It takes courage to step beyond what is comfortable, predictable, and known.  Courage is a gift from my Higher Power that I find in the rooms of Al-Anon and in the hearts of its members.
Al-Anon Family Groups
**********
“Courage faces fear and thereby masters it.”
Martin Luther King, Jr.
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