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Pastoral Thoughts:
Today, as I read a quotation from Richard Cabot, it spoke to me of the beautiful music and service of Sunday.  “Whenever beauty overwhelms us, whenever wonder silences our chattering hopes and worries, we are close to worship.”
Yesterday, Dec. 11th, was such a day!  The beauty of the poinsettias is breath-taking…Not only the pretty red and green of the plant, but the beauty of who they represent.  Over sixty poinsettias that grace the altar, the windows, and the chancel rail, represent “in memory of” and “in honor of” people we love.  They remind us of the importance of relationships and the love that goes from one to another.
The Christmas music, “Lessons & Carols” was just great.  The visitors and the Wesleyan Hills congregation spoke about how beautiful the music was and how much fun the choir was having as they sang the songs.  The joy and the talent were so uplifting.   Susan Steppe had a song which she had arranged included in the medley.  How blessed we are to have Susan’s giftedness!
“We were in worship!”  Beauty overwhelmed us and the expectation silences our chattering hopes and worries.  It was a day when awareness of the Holy Spirit and God’s love filled the room.
I want to give thanks to Barbara and Susan for the piano duet for the prelude, the choir for their gift of music, and Susan Steppe for the many hours of dedication and leadership she exhibits in bringing “worship” to each of us.  THANK  YOU so much!!!
I hope you will join us for caroling at Oak Court Mall on Wednesday, Dec. 14th.  We will have such fun and everyone is invited.    We will have a Christmas Eve service at 5pm on the 24th, and then Christmas morning at 10:50am.  Come, bring someone with you.  Tell others the story of God becoming one of us, Emmanuel (God with us!).
Christmas is a time of gift-giving!  The greatest gift ever comes from God – Jesus, the gift of God’s Son.   Share the Good News with all you see.   Jesus makes life worth-living!

Joy and peace to you and those you love,
Susan
Good News From Wesleyan Hills UMC					 December 13 , 2011
Sunday Greeters					Roulhac’s Readers
12/18    Mary Fergus					 12/19      Carolyn Carnesale
12/25    Jean Northern				 12/26      Christmas Break
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12/24   Christmas Eve Service - 5:00pm
12/25   Christmas Day Service – Breakfast-9:30am /  Church – 10:50am – Invite others to join us.
*The church office will be closed from 12/22/11 through 12/26/11.

  LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES
The following members will light the candles during this Advent Season:
December 18th       4th Sunday of Advent – Melinda Merkle and Amy Bebe
December 24th      Christmas Eve – Tim and Alaina Kring and Family

Christmas Breakfast
As a gift to the congregation, Fred and Sherry Griffith would like to cook breakfast on Christmas morning at 9:30am.   If you would like to share in this meal, please sign up by next Sunday, December 18, 2011 at the back of the church or call the church office.

Vision Workshop
22 January, 2012                     12:15pm until 

Please mark your new calendars now and plan to join together for a Vision Workshop right after services on Sunday, 22 January, 2012. Lunch will be provided. We will gather to build a vision for our church for 2012, 2020, and beyond. We have a great opportunity to re-dedicate ourselves, as a church, to Christian service and discipleship. What ideas do you have? What interest do you have that you want to pursue? In which direction would you lead others? Which traditions would you keep? Which new traditions would you like to see take root? Please be in prayer as you consider what you believe our church should look like in the years ahead. All voices will be heard, and all ideas will be considered. This is a time of “New Beginnings” for all of us and for each of us. If you have any questions or suggestions, please let me know.

Chris Tinius

Apportionments
As United Methodists, we know that each year we have our missional offering to send to the large church called “Apportionments.”  Our Apportionment giving is based on our expenditures two years back.  The word comes from “a portion is meant for this area, a portion is meant for that area.”  
Apportionments are for our connection to the larger church.  Each United Methodist church knows that we are a connectional church and we need to pay our part in helping the larger church function.
We are asking each member to please give – over and above – our regular giving, so that we might pay our apportionment in full this year.  We have paid $26,000 of the $43,259 we owe.  Everyone’s gift is appreciated.  Thank you for your help and commitment.  The last date for sending in our apportionment for this year is January 3, 2012.
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O Holy Night Lyrics
The words and lyrics of the old carol 'O Holy Night' were written by Placide Cappeau de Roquemaure in 1847. Cappeau was a wine seller by trade but was asked by the parish priest to write a poem for Christmas. He obliged and wrote the beautiful words of the hymn. He then realized that it should have music to accompany the words and he approached his friend Adolphe Charles Adams(1803-1856). He agreed and the music for the poem was therefore composed by Adolphe Charles Adams. Adolphe had attended the Paris conservatoire and forged a brilliant career as a composer. It was translated into English by John Sullivan Dwight (1812-1893).

O Holy Night! The stars are brightly shining, 
It is the night of the dear Saviour's birth. 
Long lay the world in sin and error pining. 
Till He appeared and the Spirit felt its worth. 
A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices, 
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn. 
Fall on your knees! Oh, hear the angel voices! 
O night divine, the night when Christ was born; 
O night, O Holy Night , O night divine! 
O night, O Holy Night , O night divine! 

Led by the light of faith serenely beaming, 
With glowing hearts by His cradle we stand. 
O'er the world a star is sweetly gleaming, 
Now come the wise men from out of the Orient land. 
The King of kings lay thus lowly manger; 
In all our trials born to be our friends. 
He knows our need, our weakness is no stranger, 
Behold your King! Before him lowly bend! 
Behold your King! Before him lowly bend!

Thanks to all who came out for caroling at the mall on Wednesday night!!!!
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